responsibility for maintenance work on both the 1 Right Section and the
Mains Section where Bryant worked.  Tate, while not unpopular, did not
easily command obedience from the contract miners.  Re had trouble
maintaining discipline among the members of his maintenance crews,
especially the crew on the 1 Right Section.  Tate's recent promotion from
general inside to maintenance foreman was resented by Bryant who felt that
Joey Stapleton, a close friend of Bryant's should have had the promotion.
Bryant himself had a hidden agenda in that he was preparing to run for
the office of mine safety committeeman and wished to impress his peers
with his ability to stand up to management on safety issues.

Approximately a week before the incident with the Julie car, Tate
announced that the maintenance crew on the Mains Section, including Bryant,
Robert Stair and Scott Parrott, would be transferred to the 1 Right Section.
The miners resented this because they felt they had been doing a good job
on the Mains Section.  Tate did not deny this but because of his difficulty
with the crew on the 1 Right Section he and his supervisors, including
Lloyd White, felt the better crew should be assigned to the 1 Right Section
In an effort to get maintenance and repair work done and production up. _4/

Bryant, Stair and Parrott rebelled at the idea of having to correct
the work of the crew on the 1 Right Section.  They blamed the problem on
Tate's inability to get work out of the other crew. They did not think
they should be called upon to' cover up for his lack of leadership and
that if he could not hack It he ought to get off the hill.

47 The mine was a marginal producer and its continued operation was in a
probationary status.

1389   for  the ten minute delay required
